
 

 
AGENDA 

April 12, 2011 
Regular Meeting 

Town Council Chambers - 120 Civic Plaza Drive 
1:30 PM 

 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER BY THE HONORABLE MAYOR DARREN M. CORDOVA 

2. ROLL CALL 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A. March 22, 2011 Regular Meeting Minutes

B. March 22, 2011 Special Meeting Minutes

6. CITIZENS FORUM 

A. Doug Bachtel 
Discussion regarding purchase of Taos Gymnastics Academy. 

B. Siena Sanderson and Lucy Perera 
Discussion regarding Neighborhood Arts Project. 

The items in the Consent Agenda below have been reviewed by the Mayor and the 
Mayor has placed these items on the Consent Agenda for the purpose of voting on all 
items with one vote. 

7. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Francisco "French" Espinoza Public Works Director 
Consideration and approval to accept Contract #D13328A Municipal 
Arterial Program Cooperative Agreement in the amount of $176,090.00 
(NMDOT share of 75%).  For the purpose of the design, reconstruction 
and drainage improvements to Camino de la Merced from Paseo del 
Pueblo Sur (NM 68) to Salazar Rd. (Town's 25% match is $58,697) 
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B. Marietta Fambro, Finance Director 
Recommendation to enter into a contract with Xerox through Aspen 
Business Systems, Inc. to lease 3 copiers which consist of: 1) 
WC5755APT, monthly lease - $537.11 (includes 10,000 copies), 
excess copies x $.0074 for Finance; 2) WC5230APT, monthly lease - 
$262.36 (includes 3,200 copies), excess copies x $.0107 for Human 
Resources; 3) WC5230APT, monthly lease - $280.17 (includes 4,500 
copies), excess copies x $.0107 for Legal.  Lease terms is 48 months in 
the amount of $1,079.64 monthly.  All pricing is in accordance with the 
State of New Mexico Master Lease SPD# 90-00086.  A full service 
maintenance agreement includes stated copies per month as well as 
parts, labor and copy cartridge supplies. 

C. Matthew Foster, Long Range Planner 
Consideration and approval to apply for a grant from the 
National Endowment of the Arts “Our Town” grant program. The grant 
will assist with the pre-development costs of the Artspace project. The 
Town will request $250,000 in partnership with Artspace for the design, 
engineering, and financing of the proposed 35 live/work rental units to 
be constructed at the parking lot at the Taos Community Auditorium. 
The Town is required to commit at 50% cash match to the grant. If the 
grant is awarded, the Town will be eligible for another grant through the 
Kresge Foundation and Artspace in the amount of $150,000. The pre-
development phases is estimated to take two years. The Planning & 
Zoning Department is requesting approval to apply for the grant. 

8. MATTERS FROM STAFF 

A. Daniel Miera, Town Manager 
Update by Luis Reyes, CEO of Kit Carson Electric, regarding the 
broadband project and the proposed rate increase. 

B. Francisco "French" Espinoza, Public Works Director 
Consideration and approval to award Bid No. 10-11-17 Road & 
Construction Materials & Services. This will be a multiple 
source award that will be awarded to the six qualified bidders. 
In the event that the low bidder is unable to perform the work the Town 
reserves the right to contact the next low bidder and so on. 

9. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

A. Allen Ferguson, Town Attorney 
Consideration and approval of Ordinance No. 11-07; An Ordinance 
amending Title 13 Chapter 4 of the Town Code (Water Policy, Water 
Rights and Watercourses) to clarify certain situations in which 
connection to Town water and payment of hook-up fees along with 
transfer of water rights or payment of water rights user fees are or are 
not required.  

10. MATTERS FROM THE TOWN MANAGER 

A. Update on Reorganization Process: Phase II 
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Daniel Miera, Town Manager will update Mayor and Council on the 
Reorganization Process: Phase II. 

11. MATTERS FROM THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL/YOUTH COUNCILMEMBER 

A. Councilmember Sanchez 
Discussion regarding sign code and possible direction to staff. 

12. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

  Cristobal de la Serna Land Grant 
The Council will adjourn to go into Executive Session to discuss 
attorney-client privilege pertaining to threatened litigation regarding 
Cristobal de la Serna Land Grant Lawsuit pursuant to NMSA 1978 10-
15-1-H.7. 

  Possible Action 
Possible action to be taken regarding the Cristobal de la Serna Land 
Grant issue. 

13. ADJOURNMENT 

 

 

APPROVED:

________________________________________

Darren M. Cordova, Mayor 
 

ATTEST:

________________________________________

Renee Lucero, Town Clerk 
 

• To request details on an agenda item please contact the Town Clerk at 400 Camino de la 
Placita, Taos New Mexico, 87571 (575) 751-2005. 

• If you are an individual with a disability who is in need of aid or service to attend and/or 
participate in a meeting of the Town of Taos Council, please contact the office of the 
Town Clerk at 400 Camino de la Placita, Taos New Mexico, 87571 (575) 751-2005 at 
least 24 hours in advance. 

• For copies of this agenda please pick-up at Town Hall.
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Title:

March 22, 2011 Regular Meeting Minutes

Summary:

Background:

 

Attachments:

Click to download

Minutes

APPROVALS:

Date/Time: Approval: Department:

4/1/2011 4:54 PM Approved Town Clerk
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Title:

March 22, 2011 Special Meeting Minutes

Summary:

Background:

 

Attachments:

Click to download

Minutes

APPROVALS:

Date/Time: Approval: Department:

4/1/2011 4:54 PM Approved Town Clerk
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 1 
MINUTES 2 

March 22, 2011 3 

Special Meeting 4 

Town Council Chambers – 120 Civic Plaza Drive 5 

5:30 p.m. 6 

 7 

 8 

1. CALL TO ORDER: The Special Meeting of the Taos Town Council was 9 

called to order by the Honorable Mayor Darren M. Cordova at 5:40 p.m.   10 

 11 

2. ROLL CALL:  Ms. Renee Lucero, Town Clerk, called roll and a quorum was 12 

present. 13 

 14 

 Those present were: 15 

 Mayor  Darren M. Cordova 16 

 Councilmember A. Eugene Sanchez 17 

 Councilmember Amy J. Quintana 18 

 Councilmember  Michael A. Silva 19 

 Youth Councilmember Brooke Cisneros 20 

 21 

 Also present were: 22 

 Town Manager Daniel Miera 23 

 Town Clerk Renee Lucero 24 

 25 

 Absent/excused was: 26 

 Mayor Pro Tem Rudy C. Abeyta 27 

 Assistant Town Manager Abigail Adame 28 

 Town Attorney Allen Ferguson 29 

 30 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Brian Greer, Youth & Family Center Director 31 

and Taos Ice Tigers Head Coach, led the audience in the pledge of 32 

allegiance. 33 

 34 

4. MATTERS FROM MAYOR AND COUNCIL 35 

 Recognition of 2010-2011 Taos Hockey State Champions. 36 

 37 
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Town of Taos Special Meeting Minutes  March 22, 2011 

  Page 2 of 3 

 Mayor Cordova presented certificates of achievement to the following 1 

individuals: 2 

 3 

Taos Ice Tigers 2010-2011 - NM State Champions 4 

Players:   5 

Andrew Moon 6 

Wyatt Lawson-Hall 7 

Isaiah Tyree 8 

Aaron Molina 9 

Anthony Lucero 10 

Nico Burge 11 

Hank Harter 12 

Val Pezzella 13 

Francisco Vigil 14 

Allen Palmer 15 

Keith Imberger 16 

Nick Lemley 17 

Mateo Vigil 18 

Donovan Sisco 19 

  20 

Manager 21 

Annette Bowden 22 

 23 

Assistant Coaches: 24 

Jalmar Bowden 25 

Matt Spriggs 26 

 27 

Head Coach:  28 

Brian Greer 29 

  30 

 Mayor Cordova thanked the community, especially the parents, for ensuring 31 

that the youth have the tools necessary for them to succeed. 32 

 33 

 Mr. Greer stated it is with great pleasure that the team is here again.  He 34 

stated they met every morning at 5:30 a.m.  He also explained that the 35 

players’ dream when they were eight graders was to be the State Champions 36 

as high school seniors and their reached their goal. 37 

 38 

 The Councilmembers congratulated the team on a job well done. 39 

 40 

 Mayor Cordova stated this is what community is all about and stated the 41 

Council is committed to providing the best facilities for the youth of Taos. 42 

 43 

5. ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made by Councilmember Silva and 44 

seconded by Councilmember Sanchez to adjourn the meeting.  The 45 

motion carried unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 5:54 p.m. 46 
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Town of Taos Special Meeting Minutes  March 22, 2011 
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 1 

 2 

APPROVED: 3 

 4 

_______________________________ 5 

Darren M. Cordova, Mayor 6 

 7 

 8 

ATTEST: 9 

 10 

_______________________________ 11 

Renee Lucero, Town Clerk 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

PLEASE NOTE: The Town of Taos records most Town Council Meetings via audio, 
however, only Regular Town Council Meetings and some Special Town Council Meetings, 
with controversial issues, are video recorded.  Copies are available upon request at the 
Town Clerk’s Office located at 400 Camino de la Placita (575-751-2005) at a fee of $5.00 
for audio recordings and $10.00 for video recordings. 
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Title:

Doug Bachtel

Summary:

Discussion regarding purchase of Taos Gymnastics Academy. 

Background:

 

Attachments:

Click to download

No Attachments Available

APPROVALS:

Date/Time: Approval: Department:

4/4/2011 3:00 PM Approved Town Clerk
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Title:

Siena Sanderson and Lucy Perera

Summary:

Discussion regarding Neighborhood Arts Project. 

Background:

 

Attachments:

Click to download

No Attachments Available

APPROVALS:

Date/Time: Approval: Department:

4/5/2011 11:44 AM Approved Town Clerk
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Title:

Francisco "French" Espinoza Public Works Director

Summary:

Consideration and approval to accept Contract #D13328A Municipal Arterial Program 
Cooperative Agreement in the amount of $176,090.00 (NMDOT share of 75%).  For the 
purpose of the design, reconstruction and drainage improvements to Camino de la Merced 
from Paseo del Pueblo Sur (NM 68) to Salazar Rd. (Town's 25% match is $58,697) 

Background:

The MAP Program will assist the Town of Taos in the engineering design and development 
of the Roadway Project (Camino de la Merced). 

 

Attachments:

Click to download

Agmt

APPROVALS:

Date/Time: Approval: Department:

4/1/2011 4:57 PM Approved Town Manager

4/1/2011 4:58 PM Approved Town Clerk
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April 12, 2011 
 

Title:

Marietta Fambro, Finance Director

Summary:

Recommendation to enter into a contract with Xerox through Aspen Business Systems, Inc. 
to lease 3 copiers which consist of: 1) WC5755APT, monthly lease - $537.11 (includes 
10,000 copies), excess copies x $.0074 for Finance; 2) WC5230APT, monthly lease - 
$262.36 (includes 3,200 copies), excess copies x $.0107 for Human Resources; 3) 
WC5230APT, monthly lease - $280.17 (includes 4,500 copies), excess copies x $.0107 for 
Legal.  Lease terms is 48 months in the amount of $1,079.64 monthly.  All pricing is in 
accordance with the State of New Mexico Master Lease SPD# 90-00086.  A full service 
maintenance agreement includes stated copies per month as well as parts, labor and copy 
cartridge supplies. 

Background:

In January 2009 we had entered into a lease agreement for the Legal and Human Resources 
copiers and since then have increased the copy usage on both of these machines.  At the 
time legal had only one attorney and since then we have hired an assistant and possibly 
maybe a third into the future.  We also have had many legal cases that require many copies 
for these cases.  As for the Human Resources department it also has seen an increase in 
copies for the size of machine and is not suitable going forward.  The finance department 
machine lease has expired and is in need of an new updated machine, we are decreasing 
the cost of this machine as we are getting is with no color and establishing only one machine 
in Town Hall as a color machine.  The net affect of replacing these machines is a cost 
savings of $57.00 per month and gives the Legal and HR department faster and better 
machines to do their jobs. 

 

Attachments:

Click to download

xerox
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APPROVALS:

Date/Time: Approval: Department:

4/1/2011 4:58 PM Approved Town Clerk
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April 12, 2011 
 

Title:

Matthew Foster, Long Range Planner

Summary:

Consideration and approval to apply for a grant from the National Endowment of the Arts 
“Our Town” grant program. The grant will assist with the pre-development costs of the 
Artspace project. The Town will request $250,000 in partnership with Artspace for the design, 
engineering, and financing of the proposed 35 live/work rental units to be constructed at 
the parking lot at the Taos Community Auditorium. The Town is required to commit at 50% 
cash match to the grant. If the grant is awarded, the Town will be eligible for another grant 
through the Kresge Foundation and Artspace in the amount of $150,000. The pre-
development phases is estimated to take two years. The Planning & Zoning Department is 
requesting approval to apply for the grant. 

Background:

 

Attachments:

Click to download

Letter of Interest

APPROVALS:

Date/Time: Approval: Department:

4/4/2011 11:52 AM Approved Town Manager

4/4/2011 11:53 AM Approved Town Clerk
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Town of Taos 
400 Camino de la Placita 

Taos, New Mexico 87571 
contact person - Matthew Foster, Long Range Planner 

p - 575.751.2037 e – mfoster@taosgov.com  

 
March 1, 2011 
 

Rocco Landesman, Chairman 
National Endowment for the Arts 

1100 Pennsylvania Avenue NW  

Washington, DC 20506 
 

Dear Chairman Landesman, 
 

The Town of Taos is requesting an invitation to apply for the Our Town grant 
to provide affordable housing for low-income artists in Taos. Taos was a 

thriving art colony long before it was a town, and today we still enjoy the 
creativity and livability that the arts community brings to Taos. We celebrate 

the creative spirit of all art forms, from the traditional arts of painting and 
sculpture to the more esoteric healing arts of iridology and gong therapy. 

The Town recognizes the creative and economic contributions that artists 
make to the community, and we further recognize their need for affordable 

housing. However, the affordability of Taos has diminished and is becoming 
more and more challenging for younger and immigrant artists to live here. 
 

We have developed a strong partnership with Artspace, a Minnesota based 

nonprofit organization dedicated to create, foster, and preserve affordable 
space for artists and arts organizations. The Town already committed over 

$45,000 when we worked with Artspace in completing a Preliminary 
Feasibility Study and a comprehensive survey of 388 artists. All indicators 

tell us that a mixed-use, live/work development of at least 35 lofts will be 
highly successful in Taos. We are currently discussing a contract with 

Artspace for the pre-development phases of the project, but require 
additional funding to move towards construction. The project will be located 

on 3 acres owned by the town and located in the heart of historic downtown 
Taos. It is immediately next door to the Taos Community Auditorium, a 

multi-purpose arts & performance facility, and Kit Carson Park, a public park 
with numerous recreational facilities. We believe that affordable housing will 

promote the creativity and economic prosperity for the artist community. 
 

The contact person at Artspace is Ms. Heidi Kurtze, Director of Property 
Development. She can be reached at 612-465-0215 or by email at 

heidi.kurtze@artspace.org. Thank you for your consideration.  
 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Darren Cordova, Mayor 
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Taos, New Mexico – Taos Artists Lofts 2 

a) BUDGET: We are requesting $250,000 for pre-development activities.  

Expenses  

Site Analysis & Site Plan $50,000 

Architectural Plans $300,000 

Environmental & Historical Clearances $30,000 

Cost Estimates & Financial Projections  $20,000 

Construction Funding $250,000 

Marketing & Community Outreach $25,000 

Affirmative Fair Housing Marketing Plan $25,000 

Total Expenses $700,000 

Funding Sources  

National Endowment for the Arts – Our Town $250,000 

Kresge Foundation (potential $150,000 challenge grant) $150,000 

Community Development Block Grant (proposed) $150,000 

Town Cash $150,000 

Total Funding Sources $700,000 
 

b) MAJOR PROJECT ACTIVITIES: We will complete pre-construction 
activities for a mixed-use live/work development located in the historic 

district of downtown Taos. The priority location is 3 acres of land owned by 
the Town. Environmental and historic due-diligence will be completed. A site 

analysis and an illustrated site plan will provide a vision for the project and 
reflect the market demand. A local architect will create conceptual plans 

(site, floorplans, elevations) complying with funding requirements and 
architectural guidelines. Cost estimates and financial projections will be 

completed regularly. Next, we will identify public, private and philanthropic 

funding sources, gap financing, HOME and CDBG funds, and obtain letters of 
commitments. Finally, we will launch a marketing and public outreach 

campaign and complete an affirmative fair housing marketing plan.  

c) OUTCOMES and MEASUREMENTS: The market survey indicates a total 

demand of 80 units, but because of budget constraints, the first phase of the 
project will include 35 live/work rental units. The site plan will be closely 

integrated with surrounding properties which include the Taos Community 
Auditorium and Kit Carson Park. We will facilitate formal presentations to the 

Town Council and the Historic Preservation Commission and conduct a 
design workshop with all of our partners and the public. The project will 

result in the financing and commitments to construct affordable live/work 
lofts, thereby allowing artists to focus on performing and selling their art 

rather than holding a second or third job to make rent payments. Other 
benefits include increased income through art sales and stimulated business 

activity in historic downtown. We also expect an increase in arts and cultural 

events because of the increased residences and livability of the 
neighborhood. Livability in Taos is not possible without housing affordability.    
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Taos, New Mexico – Taos Artists Lofts 3 

d) SCHEDULE: Town, Kresge, and the NEA funds to be used in first year. 

7/2011 –  
12/2011 

1/2012 –  
8/2012 

9/2012 – 
10/2013 

10/2013 

Site Analysis & 
Site Planning 

Architecture & 
Engineering 

Financing Housing Plan 

<---- Public Participation, Marketing & Outreach ----> 
  

e) PARTNERS, KEY ORGANIZATIONS, INDIVIDUALS, AND WORKS OF 

ART: Town of Taos (property owner) and Artspace (developer) will be the 
primary partners. Other committed partners include the Arts & Cultural 

District, the Taos Gallery Association, the Taos Arts Organization, Taos 

Housing Corporation, Taos Center for the Arts, and the artist community and 
dozens of art organizations. Potential funding sources may include the NM 

Mortgage Finance Authority (potential tax credit financing), the Kresge 
Foundation (potential $150,000 challenge grant), and the NM Department of 

Finance Administration (potential $150,000 CDBG grant). 

f) TARGET COMMUNITY: Our target community is low- and moderate-

income artists. The Town’s 2010 market survey included all artists living in 
Taos County. The results revealed a strong demand for affordable live/work 

space with 388 artists responding to the survey. Of the 388 responses, 239 
expressed an interest in relocating to a live/work project.  

g) IMPACT OF NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY & HISTORICAL 
PRESERVATION ACT: The proposed site is not under review by the EPA. 

The project location is in the Taos Historic District and would require 
clearances under the Historic Preservation Act (Section 106).  

h) PLANS FOR PROMOTING, PUBLICIZING, AND/OR 

DISSEMINATING: In addition to the community organizations that provide 
affordable housing, our survey efforts produced an extensive contact list of 

artists and art organizations that can assist in promoting the project. The 
NEA will be recognized in all promotions and events. Artspace has access to 

many national organizations and networks for promotional purposes. We will 
utilize press releases, websites, e-blasts, and social media. We will focus our 

outreach efforts on Native American and Hispanic artists in particular.  

i) PLANS FOR DOCUMENTING, EVALUATING, AND DISSEMINATING: 

We will submit all reports, budgets and schedules to the NEA. All contracts, 
grant agreements, budgets, and schedules will be consistently reviewed and 

updated by our project team who will document and evaluate the project. 

j) EVIDENCE OF IMPACTS ACHIEVED: Over time, we can measure 

property values, residential and commercial lease rates (and vacancies), 
business start-ups, gross receipts taxes, lodger’s taxes, hotel reservations, 

and employment statistics. We can also measure the number of arts and 

cultural events taking place in downtown Taos.  
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April 12, 2011 
 

Title:

Daniel Miera, Town Manager

Summary:

Update by Luis Reyes, CEO of Kit Carson Electric, regarding the broadband project and the 
proposed rate increase. 

Background:

 

Attachments:

Click to download

No Attachments Available

APPROVALS:

Date/Time: Approval: Department:

4/5/2011 11:42 AM Approved Town Clerk
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April 12, 2011 
 

Title:

Francisco "French" Espinoza, Public Works Director

Summary:

Consideration and approval to award Bid No. 10-11-17 Road & Construction Materials & 
Services. This will be a multiple source award that will be awarded to the six qualified 
bidders. 
In the event that the low bidder is unable to perform the work the Town reserves the right to 
contact the next low bidder and so on. 

Background:

The purpose of this solicitation (Bid No. 10-11-17) is to assure that the Town of Taos ready 
and efficient availability of construction and construction materials on an as needed basis at 
competitive determined, fixed prices.  

 

Attachments:

Click to download

Construction Materials Bid Tabulation

APPROVALS:

Date/Time: Approval: Department:

4/1/2011 4:56 PM Approved Town Manager

4/1/2011 4:56 PM Approved Town Clerk
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April 12, 2011 
 

Title:

Allen Ferguson, Town Attorney

Summary:

Consideration and approval of Ordinance No. 11-07; An Ordinance amending Title 13 
Chapter 4 of the Town Code (Water Policy, Water Rights and Watercourses) to clarify certain 
situations in which connection to Town water and payment of hook-up fees along with 
transfer of water rights or payment of water rights user fees are or are not required.  

Background:

 

Attachments:

Click to download

cover redline

Redline version

cover clean

Clean version

APPROVALS:

Date/Time: Approval: Department:

4/1/2011 4:53 PM Approved Town Clerk
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TOWN OF TAOS 
ORDINANCE NO. 11-07 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF TAOS 

AMENDING TITLE 13 CHAPTER 4 OF THE TOWN CODE 

(WATER POLICY, WATER RIGHTS AND WATERCOURSES)  

  

 

This ordinance amends the Water Policy, Water Rights and Watercourses chapter 

of the Town of Taos Municipal Code to to (1) remove the requirements of 

connecting to the Town’s municipal water system, paying hook-up fees and paying 

water rights user fees or transferring water rights, for properties with wells that 

were completed within one year prior to the enactment of this Ordinance and which, 

at the time of such well completion, were not within 300 feet of a serviceable Town 

water line; and (2) allow property owners with property served by an operating well 

who were not required by Town Code or resolution to connect to Town water when 

their well wass were drilled, to continue to use such wells and not be required to 

hook up to Town water unless and until such wells requires replacement, at which 

time such property owner will be required to hook up to Town water and the 

owners to pay the appropriate hook-up fees and either pay water rights user fees /or 

make water rights transfers if at that time there is a serviceable Town water line 

within 300 feet of the owners’ property.    

 

 

 

WHEREAS, Taos Town Code Title 13, Chapter 4 (Water Policy, Water Rights and 
Watercourses) and Resolution  02-20 (Town of Taos Water and Sewer Manual) contain 
requirements that property owners connect to the Town’s municipal water system, and pay 
hook-up fees and either transfer water rights or pay water rights user fees to the Town if 
their property line is within 300 feet of a serviceable Town water line; and, 
 

WHEREAS, property owners with wells constructed at a time when within the past 
yearthere was no serviceable Town water line , whose property was not within 300 feet of 
their property linea serviceable Town water line at the time their wells were constructed, or 
whose wells were constructed before there was any requirement of hooking up to Town 
water, but who now have a serviceable Town water line within 300 feet of their property 
lines are faced with substantial financial hardship, not caused by their own conduct or fault, 
if they are required to connect to Town water, pay the associated hook-up fees, and transfer 
water rights or pay water rights user fees; and 
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WHEREAS, such property owners who have such recently constructed wells, whose 
property was not within 300 feet of a serviceable Town water line at the time their wells 
were drilled but now have a serviceable Town water line within 300 feet of their property 
lines should not be faced with the substantial financial hardship that would result from the 
Town requiring them to connect to Town water, pay the associated hook-up fees, and 
transfer water rights or pay water rights user fees; and 
 
WHEREAS, Title 13, Chapter 4 of the Town Code currently does not clearly state whether 
property owners who have operating wells and are not connected to Town water, who were 
not required by any ordinance, code provision, or resolution, to connect to Town water at 
the time their wells were constructed, should be permitted to continue using their wells even 
if a serviceable Town water line is within 300 feet of their property line; and 
 
WHEREAS, property owners who have operating wells and are not connected to Town 
water and who were not required by any ordinance, code provision, or resolution to connect 
to Town water at the time their wells were constructed, should not be required to connect to 
Town water so long as such wells do not require replacement or deeper drilling, even if a 
serviceable Town water line is within 300 feet of their property line; and 
 
WHEREAS, such  property owners who have operating wells and are not connected to 
Town water and who were not required by any ordinance, code provision, or resolution to 
connect to Town water at the time their wells were constructed, should not be required to 
connect to Town water so long as such wells continue to operate, but if and when such wells 
require replacement or deeper drilling, should be required to connect to Town water at the 
time their wells require replacement or deeper drilling if at that time a serviceable Town 
water line is within 300 feet of such an owner’s property line; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing Body of the Town of 
Taos, meeting in Regular Session, this 12th day of April, 2011, and after having held a public 
hearing on the matter, that this ordinance is hereby adopted, approved and ratified. 
 

New Subsections E and F shall be added to the Town of Taos Code, Title 13, Chapter 4, 
Section 150 (Water Service Connection and Transfer of Rights Required) as follows: 
 
13.04.150 WATER SERVICE CONNECTION AND TRANSFER OF RIGHTS 

REQUIRED: 

 
 * * * 
 
 E. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Code, ordinance or resolution, 
property owners who own wells constructed within one year prior to the enactment of this 
Ordinance (April 12, 2011), whose property was not within 300 feet of a serviceable Town 
water line at the time their wells were constructed, but now have a serviceable Town water 
line within 300 feet of their property lines are exempted from the requirement that they 
connect to Town water, pay the associated hook-up fees, and transfer water rights or pay 
water rights user fees if their property line is within 300 feet of a serviceable Town water 
line. 
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 F. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Code, ordinance or resolution, 
property owners who have operating wells and are not connected to Town water, and who 
were not required by any ordinance, code provision, or resolution to connect to Town water 
at the time the sameir wells were constructed, are not required to connect to Town water so 
long as such wells do not require replacement or deeper drilling, even if a serviceable Town 
water line is constructed within 300 feet of their property line.  However, such property 
owners are required to connect to Town water and pay the associated hook-up fees and 
make the associated water rights transfers or pay water rights user fees, if and when such 
wells require replacement or deeper drilling and if, at that time, a serviceable Town water line 
liesis within 300 feet of such an owner’s nearest property line nearest to the Town water line. 
 
This Ordinance shall become effective as provided by law.   
 

 
ORDAINED, ADOPTED, APPROVED, AND RATIFIED this _12th  day of 

AprilSeptember, 2011 by the following vote: 
 
Councilman Rudy Abeyta  ______ 
   
Councilwoman Amy Quintana  ______ 
 
Councilman Eugene Sanchez  ______ 
 
Councilman Michael Silva  ______ 
 

______________________________ 
DARREN CORDOVA 
MAYOR 
ATTEST: 

 
 
 
___________________________________ 
RENEE LUCERO 
TOWN CLERK 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM: 
 
_____________________________________ 
ALLEN FERGUSON 
TOWN ATTORNEY   
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TOWN OF TAOS 
ORDINANCE NO. 11-07 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF TAOS 

AMENDING TITLE 13 CHAPTER 4 OF THE TOWN CODE 

(WATER POLICY, WATER RIGHTS AND WATERCOURSES)  

  

 

This ordinance amends the Water Policy, Water Rights and Watercourses chapter 

of the Town of Taos Municipal Code to allow property owners with property served 

by an operating well who were not required by Town Code or resolution to connect 

to Town water when their well was drilled, to continue to use such well and not be 

required to hook up to Town water unless and until such well requires replacement, 

at which time such property owner will be required to hook up to Town water and  

to pay the appropriate hook-up fees and either pay water rights user fees or make 

water rights transfers if at that time there is a serviceable Town water line within 

300 feet of the owners’ property.    

 

 

"

YJGTGCU. Taos Town Code Title 13, Chapter 4 (Water Policy, Water Rights and 
Watercourses) and Resolution  02-20 (Town of Taos Water and Sewer Manual) contain 
requirements that property owners connect to the Town’s municipal water system, pay 
hook-up fees and either transfer water rights or pay water rights user fees to the Town if 
their property line is within 300 feet of a serviceable Town water line; and, 
"

YJGTGCU."property owners with wells constructed at a time when there was no 
serviceable Town water line within 300 feet of their property line, or whose wells were 
constructed before there was any requirement of hooking up to Town water, but who now 
have a serviceable Town water line within 300 feet of their property line are faced with 
substantial financial hardship, not caused by their own conduct or fault, if they are required 
to connect to Town water, pay the associated hook-up fees, and transfer water rights or pay 
water rights user fees; and 
 
YJGTGCU."Title 13, Chapter 4 of the Town Code currently does not clearly state whether 
property owners who have operating wells and are not connected to Town water, who were 
not required by any ordinance, code provision, or resolution, to connect to Town water at 
the time their wells were constructed, should be permitted to continue using their wells even 
if a serviceable Town water line is within 300 feet of their property line; and 
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YJGTGCU."property owners who have operating wells and are not connected to Town 
water and who were not required by any ordinance, code provision, or resolution to connect 
to Town water at the time their wells were constructed, should not be required to connect to 
Town water so long as such wells do not require replacement or deeper drilling, even if a 
serviceable Town water line is within 300 feet of their property line; and"

 
YJGTGCU."such  property owners who have operating wells and are not connected to 
Town water and who were not required by any ordinance, code provision, or resolution to 
connect to Town water at the time their wells were constructed, should not be required to 
connect to Town water so long as such wells continue to operate, but if and when such wells 
require replacement or deeper drilling, should be required to connect to Town water at the 
time their wells require replacement or deeper drilling if at that time a serviceable Town 
water line is within 300 feet of such an owner’s property line;"
"

PQY."VJGTGHQTG."DG"KV"QTFCKPGF by the Governing Body of the Town of 
Taos, meeting in Regular Session, this 12th day of April, 2011, and after having held a public 
hearing on the matter, that this ordinance is hereby adopted, approved and ratified. 
"

New Subsection E shall be added to the Town of Taos Code, Title 13, Chapter 4, Section 
150 (Water Service Connection and Transfer of Rights Required) as follows: 
 
13.04.150 YCVGT"UGTXKEG"EQPPGEVKQP"CPF"VTCPUHGT"QH"TKIJVU"

TGSWKTGF<"

 
 * * * 
 
 E. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Code, ordinance or resolution, 
property owners who own wells constructed within one year prior to the enactment of this 
Ordinance (April 12, 2011), whose property was not within 300 feet of a serviceable Town 
water line at the time their wells were constructed, but now have a serviceable Town water 
line within 300 feet of their property lines are exempted from the requirement that they 
connect to Town water, pay the associated hook-up fees, and transfer water rights or pay 
water rights user fees if their property line is within 300 feet of a serviceable Town water 
line. 
 
 F. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Code, ordinance or resolution, 
property owners who have operating wells and are not connected to Town water, and who 
were not required by any ordinance, code provision, or resolution to connect to Town water 
at the time the same wells were constructed, are not required to connect to Town water so 
long as such wells do not require replacement or deeper drilling, even if a serviceable Town 
water line is constructed within 300 feet of their property line.  However, such property 
owners are required to connect to Town water and pay the associated hook-up fees and 
make the associated water rights transfers or pay water rights user fees, if and when such 
wells require replacement or deeper drilling if, at that time, a serviceable Town water line lies 
within 300 feet of such an owner’s property line nearest to the Town water line. 
 
This Ordinance shall become effective as provided by law.   
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QTFCKPGF."CFQRVGF."CRRTQXGF."CPF"TCVKHKGF"this"a34vj""day of 

April."2011"by the following vote: 
 
Councilman Rudy Abeyta  ______ 
   
Councilwoman Amy Quintana  ______ 
 
Councilman Eugene Sanchez  ______ 
 
Councilman Michael Silva  ______ 
 

______________________________ 
DARREN CORDOVA 
MAYOR 
ATTEST: 

 
 
 
___________________________________ 
RENEE LUCERO 
TOWN CLERK 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM: 
 
_____________________________________ 
ALLEN FERGUSON 
TOWN ATTORNEY   
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April 12, 2011 
 

Title:

Update on Reorganization Process: Phase II

Summary:

Daniel Miera, Town Manager will update Mayor and Council on the Reorganization Process: 
Phase II. 

Background:

 

Attachments:

Click to download

No Attachments Available

APPROVALS:

Date/Time: Approval: Department:

4/1/2011 4:58 PM Approved Town Manager

4/1/2011 4:59 PM Approved Town Clerk
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April 12, 2011 
 

Title:

Councilmember Sanchez

Summary:

Discussion regarding sign code and possible direction to staff. 

Background:

 

Attachments:

Click to download

No Attachments Available

APPROVALS:

Date/Time: Approval: Department:

4/7/2011 10:39 AM Approved Town Clerk

 

Page 69 of 71

April 12, 2011



 

 
 

April 12, 2011 
 

Title:

Cristobal de la Serna Land Grant

Summary:

The Council will adjourn to go into Executive Session to discuss attorney-client privilege 
pertaining to threatened litigation regarding Cristobal de la Serna Land Grant Lawsuit 
pursuant to NMSA 1978 10-15-1-H.7. 

Background:

 

Attachments:

Click to download

No Attachments Available

APPROVALS:

Date/Time: Approval: Department:

4/4/2011 11:27 AM Approved Town Clerk
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April 12, 2011 
 

Title:

Possible Action

Summary:

Possible action to be taken regarding the Cristobal de la Serna Land Grant issue. 

Background:

 

Attachments:

Click to download

No Attachments Available

APPROVALS:

Date/Time: Approval: Department:

4/4/2011 11:27 AM Approved Town Clerk
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